PS 261: Practice of Research Instructor: David A. Lake

Fall 2019 Office: SSB 372
Wednesdays, 3-5:50 PM Office Hours: Tuesdays, 1:30-3:30
SSB 104 Phone: 534-0347

Email: dlake@ucsd.edu

This course is intended for second year graduate students developing their seminar papers and
third year graduate students working on their dissertation prospectuses. The course is less
structured than many and will be tailored to the interests of the students. Although there are
assigned readings on some weeks, the majority of the reading will be defined by the students in
the course of developing their own research proposals. Assignments must be submitted in
advance and will be “workshopped” by the students in the course. It is expected that earlier
assignments will have to be substantially revised to accord with later assignments as the course
unfolds. A single grade will be assigned for the quarter based on progress made over the ten
weeks.

October 2: Motivations for research

Kruzel, Jospeh and James N. Rosenau, Journeys through World Politics: Autobiographical
Reflections of Thirty-four Academic Travelers. Lexington, MA: Lexington Books, 1989.
Read essays by Oran Young (69-82), Bruce Russett (329-335), Robert O. Keohane (403-

415), Stephen D. Krasner (417-427).

Scan the following works for their motivating “puzzle”:

Guide to writing a research paper/dissertation


http://quote.ucsd.edu/lake/files/2019/09/Young-Reflections.pdf
http://quote.ucsd.edu/lake/files/2019/09/Russett-Reflections.pdf
http://quote.ucsd.edu/lake/files/2019/09/Keohane-Reflections.pdf
http://quote.ucsd.edu/lake/files/2019/09/Krasner-Reflections.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2703607?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2703607?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3118239?origin=JSTOR-pdf&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3118239?origin=JSTOR-pdf&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/administrative-unit-proliferation/28FB2861D809344D840B245100151918
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/administrative-unit-proliferation/28FB2861D809344D840B245100151918
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/risk-inequality-and-welfare-states/BA551CCF5CE011390D925B8DE5212ACE
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/risk-inequality-and-welfare-states/BA551CCF5CE011390D925B8DE5212ACE
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail.action?docID=1303673
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail.action?docID=1303673
https://academic.oup.com/qje/article/132/3/1165/3746069
https://academic.oup.com/qje/article/132/3/1165/3746069
https://academic.oup.com/qje/article/132/3/1165/3746069
http://quote.ucsd.edu/lake/files/2019/09/Guide-to-writing-a-scientific-paper-2019.pdf

October 9: Puzzles (continued) and the DV

October 16: One-on-one meetings on DV (no class)

Paragraph due October 13
Will schedule individual meetings on Oct. 15 and 16

October 23: Presentations on DV

Up to 5 pages, due October 21. These memos will be circulated to the class. Everyone
should read all the memaos prior to the meeting.

October 30: Theory and the IV



https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail.action?docID=3137946
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail.action?docID=3137946
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2601339?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2601339?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3078615?seq=3#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3078615?seq=3#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/scraps-of-paper-agreements-and-the-durability-of-peace/70A924CC6B4785C30BADF415244FFA1F
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/scraps-of-paper-agreements-and-the-durability-of-peace/70A924CC6B4785C30BADF415244FFA1F
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/defense-cooperation-agreements-and-the-emergence-of-a-global-security-network/76662383DB9CA3D26BE4FA883E5C95A2
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/defense-cooperation-agreements-and-the-emergence-of-a-global-security-network/76662383DB9CA3D26BE4FA883E5C95A2
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-319-71201-7
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-319-71201-7
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2110792?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2110792?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2706525?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2706525?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/704697?mobileUi=0
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/3CF8FD3BC0BBE774F94F850B5D8311A9/S0003055411000335a.pdf/governance_and_prison_gangs.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/3CF8FD3BC0BBE774F94F850B5D8311A9/S0003055411000335a.pdf/governance_and_prison_gangs.pdf

November 6: One-on-one meetings on 1V (no class)

Paragraph due November 4
Will schedule individual meetings on Nov. 5 and 6

November 13: Presentations on IV

Up to 5 pages, due November 11. These memos will be circulated to the class. Everyone
should read all the memaos prior to the meeting.

November 20: Construct validity



https://www.jstor.org/stable/2706903?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2706903?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7591/j.ctvvndp0.5?refreqid=excelsior%3A91fce4ab6a5ac32cc5462344ad917bcd&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7591/j.ctvvndp0.5?refreqid=excelsior%3A91fce4ab6a5ac32cc5462344ad917bcd&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7591/j.ctvvndp0.5?refreqid=excelsior%3A91fce4ab6a5ac32cc5462344ad917bcd&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/693038?mobileUi=0
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/693038?mobileUi=0
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/693038?mobileUi=0
https://kieranhealy.org/files/papers/slam-2.pdf
https://kieranhealy.org/files/papers/slam-2.pdf
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdfplus/10.1086/688053
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdfplus/10.1086/688053
http://cfariss.com/documents/Fariss2014APSR.pdf
http://cfariss.com/documents/Fariss2014APSR.pdf
http://cfariss.com/documents/Fariss2014APSR.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/from-isolation-to-radicalization-antimuslim-hostility-and-support-for-isis-in-the-west/C11A754C706DB9F9CAD86D1486A9B97A
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/from-isolation-to-radicalization-antimuslim-hostility-and-support-for-isis-in-the-west/C11A754C706DB9F9CAD86D1486A9B97A
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail.action?docID=3137946
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail.action?docID=3137946
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=dW1pY2guZWR1fHBvbGl0aWNhbC1lY29ub21pc3QtbmV3c2xldHRlcnxneDo1OTU5YzUyNTVmNzAxZTEx
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2053168016658919
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2053168016658919

AmenmamBoJﬂmaLSmenceRexmllLlﬁQll)m See also the paper andAEl for the
firm lobbying database.

November 20: No Class (Thanksgiving)
December 4: Final Presentations

Papers due December 1. These paper will be circulated to the class. Everyone should read
all the papers prior to the meeting.


http://web.mit.edu/insong/www/pdf/exporters.pdf
http://web.mit.edu/insong/www/pdf/exporters.pdf
http://web.mit.edu/insong/www/pdf/lobbyview.pdf
https://www.lobbyview.org/#!/

